NEWS UPDATE ON VIETNAM GRAND TOUR (as of Dec 22, 2009)
Oct 31 (Sun.) – Nov 22 (Mon.), 2010                                       

Leaders:
Pedaltours of New Zealand. Richard Oddy, chief spoke for Pedaltours, will accompany us for the first half of the tour.


CCCTS Coordinator: Chris Hodgson, phone (601) 541-2382, chodgson@telus.net
Participants:  Minimum 16, maximum 32 persons.

Description:   The Vietnam tour has been described in the Nov and Dec, 2009 Newsbriefs. Members considering the tour are advised to refer to them for basic information on cost, itinerary, etc. 

Important New Developments: 
1. Richard Oddy, president of Pedaltours, will be in Vancouver on Jan. 11 to give us a presentation and answer all our questions.  The meeting will start at 2:15 pm at South Delta Baptist Church, Tsawwassen, B.C., 1988 56 Street, Delta.  Those unable to attend can send me (Chris Hodgson) a list of questions and I’ll do my best to get them answered.  

2. At the time of writing, the tour is technically over-subscribed.  However, not every applicant has sent a cheque for the required deposit of Cdn $600. If your cheque has not been received at the CCCTS office by January 8 (Friday), YOU ARE NOT FULLY REGISTERED and will automatically forfeit your chance at the lottery.  If you’re serious about participating, you should send off your cheque immediately to the club office. The same restriction applies to those who have not paid their 2010 CCCTS dues.
3. In order to not waste the time of applicants coming from a distance to hear what Richard has to say, it’s been decided to run the lottery on January 9, six day earlier than stated in the last Newsbrief.  All applicants will be advised of their status the next day (January 10) and those not selected may elect to either stay on a wait list or have their money refunded. 
In either case, all are welcome to attend the meeting on Jan 11. 
4. The current tour plan is as follows: 

Two separate tours, each of 16 participants, will be run a week apart. The week separation will allow each tour to experience the weekly Sunday market at Bac Ha which Richard insists will be a tour highlight. 
To accommodate the Bac Ha market, the start date for the first tour needs to be moved to Nov. 01. This date will be the first ride day from Saigon. Flight departure from Canada will have to be at least one day earlier; i.e., Oct 31. Note that this date is two days earlier than that stated in the last Newsbrief. The end date for the first tour, the day when the train arrives in Hanoi station from Bac Ha, and your flight departs for North America, will be Nov. 22.  

The second group’s tour will start and end exactly one week later than the first; i.e., Nov 07 flight departure from Canada, Nov 08 cycle departure from Saigon, Nov. 29, 2010 finish in Hanoi.
Finally, to those who have not yet applied but were planning to do so, you have every chance of getting on this tour provided that you send your cheque for $600 at the same time as registering your application on line with a $5 payment through Karelo.  Both payments are essential!! 

